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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Ir^^^jonal application No. 

PCT/JP00/02594 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
^] the international application as originally filed 

| 1 the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| 1 the claims: 

pages 

Pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



j | the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



_, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I 1 contained in the international application in written form. 

1 | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4. | | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ | the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 

I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 

I 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' ' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 1 4 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70. J 6 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-6,8-32 



1-6,8-32 



1-6,8-32 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1,9-10, 12-14, 24-25, 27, 30 and 32 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 cited 
in the ISR [JP, 63-265625, A (Hoya Corporation), 2 November, 1988 (02.11.88), the claims, page 1, lower left 
column, line 19 to page 5, lower right column, last line, Figs. 1-3 (Family: none)] and document 2 cited in the ISR 
[JP, 61-159602, A (Olympus Optical Company Limited), 19 July, 1986 (19.07.86), Table 1 and page 2, lower left 
column, line 1 to lower right column, last line (Family: none)]. It is commonly known to a person skilled in the art 
that in a conductive transparent substrate with multilayer antireflection coating which comprises a transparent 
substrate and a third thin-film composed of a transparent dielectric substance and which has, between the transparent 
substrate and the third thin-film, a thin-film comprising a first thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with 
a high refractive index and a second thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with a low refractive index, 
and the transparent touch panel taught by document 1, the refractive indices of the thin-film layer with a high 
refractive index and the thin-film layer with a low refractive index are such values as taught by document 2. Further, 
providing a thin-film comprising a transparent dielectric substance with a low refractive index between the 
transparent substrate and the first thin-film layer is a mere technical matter taught by document 1 . 

Claims 2-4, 1 1, 15-20, and 26 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1, 2 and document 
3 cited in the ISR [JP, 10-186104, A (Kamiya, T & Ri, M. & Furukawa Electric Co., Ltd.), 14 July, 1998 (14.07.98), 
[001 1]-[0033] and Figs. 1-8 (Family: none)]. A person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of applying the 
technical matter of obtaining an optimum optical film thickness of each dielectric thin-film layer in the substrate with 
multilayer antireflection coating by using an optimization algorithm as taught by document 3 in a conductive 
transparent substrate with multilayer antireflection coating which comprises a transparent substrate and a third thin- 
film composed of a transparent dielectric substance and which has, between the transparent substrate and the third 
thin-film, a thin-film comprising a first thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with a high refractive index 
and a second thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with a low refractive index, and the transparent touch 
panel taught by document 1 wherein the values of refractive indices of the transparent substrate, the thin-film layer 
with a high refractive index and the thin-film layer with a low refractive index taught by document 2 are taken into 
consideration. 

Claims 5, 8, 21 and 23 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2, and document 4 
cited in the ISR [JP, 57-139702, A (Fuji Photo Optical Co., Ltd.), 28 August, 1982 (28.08.82), the claims, page 2, 
lower left column, line 12 to lower right column, line 18 (Family: none)]. A person skilled in the art could have 
easily conceived of adopting an optical film thickness and Zr0 2 as a main ingredient as taught by document 4, in a 
conductive transparent substrate with multilayer antireflection coating which comprises a transparent substrate and a 
third thin-film composed of a transparent dielectric substance and which has, between the transparent substrate and 
the third thin-film, a thin-film comprising a first thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with a high 
refractive index and a second thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with a low refractive index, and the 
transparent touch panel taught by document 1 wherein the values of refractive indices of the transparent substrate, 
the thin-film layer with a high refractive index and the thin-film layer with a low refractive index taught by document 
2 are taken into consideration. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box V (Citations and explanations): 

Claims 6 and 22 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1, 2, and 5 cited in the ISR [JP, 
10-114008, A (Idemitsu Kosan Co., Ltd.), 6 May, 1998 (06.05.98), the claims (Family: none)]. In a conductive 
transparent substrate with multilayer antireflection coating which comprises a transparent substrate and a third thin- 
film composed of a transparent dielectric and which has, between the transparent substrate and the third thin-film, a 
thin-film comprising a first thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with a high refractive index and a 
second thin-film layer of transparent dielectric substance with a low refractive index, and the transparent touch panel 
taught by document 1 wherein the values of refractive indices of the transparent substrate, the thin-film layer with a 
high refractive index and the thin-film layer with a low refractive index taught by document 2 are taken into 
consideration, transmittances taught by document 5 for these thin-film layers could have easily been adopted by a 
person skilled in the art. 

Claim 28 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1, 2 and 6 cited in the ISR [JP, 5- 
1 14329, A (Nissha Printing Co., Ltd.), 7 May, 1993 (07.05.93), the claims, [0008]- [0010], Figs. 1 and 2 (Family: 
none)]. In a fixed transparent substance having a third thin film comprising a transparent dielectric substance, a 
transparent flexible substrate having a third thin film comprising a transparent dielectric substance provided spaced 
apart from the fixed transparent substance and a transparent touch panel, which electrically connects the third thin- 
film comprising these transparent dielectric substances to an external circuit and has a thin film comprising a first 
thin-film layer with a high refractive index and a second thin-film layer with a low refractive index between the fixed 
transparent substrate or the transparent flexible substrate and the third thin film, as taught by document 1 , wherein 
the values of refractive indices of the transparent substrate, the thin- film layer with a high refractive index and the 
thin-film layer with a low refractive index taught by document 2 are taken into consideration, the formation of a 
transparent flexible substrate with a plurality of films bonded by adhesive layers taught by document 6 could have 
been easily adopted by a person skilled in the art. 

Claims 29 and 3 1 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 , 2 and 7 cited in the ISR 
[JP, 10-301099, A (Optrex Corporation & Mitsubishi Electric Corporation), 13 November, 1998 (13.1 1.98), [001 1]- 
[0037], Fig. 1 (Family: none)]. For the transparent touch panel taught by document 1 wherein values of 
transmittances of the transparent substrate, the thin- film layer with a high refractive index and the thin-film layer 
with low refractive index as taught by document 2 are taken into consideration, the adoption of the structure 
including a polarizing plate for a flexible transparent substrate taught by document 7 could have easily been 
conceived by a person skilled in the art. 
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VI. Certain documents cited 



1 . Certain published documents (Rule 70. 10) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



JP f l 1-286066, A 
[P] 



Publication date 
(day/month/year) 



Filing date 
( day/month/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/ in onth/year) 



19 October 1999(19.10.1999) 31 March 1998(31.03.1998) 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
( day/month/year) 
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